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Profile
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profile 

The ontario motor Vehicle industry Council (omViC) 

administers and enforces the motor Vehicle dealers act 

(mVda) – a public protection statute – on behalf of the 

ministry of Government and Consumer services.

omViC’s creation on January 7, 1997, marked the first 

regulated business sector to move to self-management. 

Previously, ontario’s vehicle dealer industry was regulated 

by the ministry of Consumer and Commercial relations 

(now the ministry of Government and Consumer services). 

omViC is a not-for-profit corporation governed by a 

12-member board of directors. 

registration with omViC is mandatory for all ontario 

vehicle dealers and salespeople.

omVic’s ongoing objectiVes

 § Consumer protection through

 § pursuit of those who would prey on an unwary public

 § dissemination of information concerning consumer 

rights via media relations, educational outreach and 

public information and awareness programs

 § compliance activities and complaint-handling

 § dealer professionalism through

 § certification programs for new dealers and 

salespeople 

 § ongoing information and education initiatives 

 § increased accountability through administration 

of a Code of ethics (Coe), standards of business 

Practice and an open disciplinary process
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Welcome to omViC’s 2016–18 strategic Plan. This plan 
establishes omViC’s vision for what is possible going 
forward. We are immensely proud of our organization, the 
staff and the stakeholders that make omViC great. as we 
look to the future we are confident that omViC will continue 
to make a meaningful difference to ontario consumers, our 
registrants and the marketplace as a whole. 

in setting the strategic Plan, omViC reached out to many 
stakeholders. during planning we reflected deeply on 
the focus of consumer protection in the ever-evolving 
environment, while respecting the challenges that 
our registrants face to operate in a fair and informed 
marketplace with shifting consumer needs and 
expectations. our reflections and conversations have 
significantly influenced the directions and priorities we 
have outlined in this plan. We would like to thank all of our 
registrants, stakeholders, staff and board of directors for 
helping us to set a focused course for the coming years. 
We look forward to working with each of you as we fulfill 
the promises outlined in our plan.
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messaGe from THe board CHair

no matter the stakeholder, whether trade association 
or consumer advocacy group, there is agreement that 
omViC is a diligent, respected regulator. When omViC was 
launched in 1997 there was opposition to the delegated 
authority model, particularly from consumer associations, 
which worried that a self-management body was akin to 
putting the fox in charge of the chicken coop. However, 
time and experience have demonstrated omViC’s 
commitment to its mandate, a mandate to maintain a 
fair and informed marketplace by protecting the rights 
of consumers, enhancing industry professionalism and 
ensuring fair, honest and open competition for registered 
motor vehicle dealers.

in fact, this commitment can be measured. in 1996, the 
year prior to delegation, there were 56 administrative 
actions taken by the mVda registrar; in 2015 that number 
was 1,179. funds returned to consumers as a result of 
complaint conciliations have risen from $69,000 in 1996 
to $933,000 in 2015. investigations and prosecutions of 
curbsiders have increased tenfold.

omViC’s success is indisputable, but new challenges 
await, many of them identified via extensive stakeholder 
engagement. so, informed by staff and stakeholders, 
omViC’s board has identified a new route forward as 
outlined in this strategic Plan. The plan will ensure 
omViC excels and has the talent, resources and vision to 
protect ontario consumers; provide service excellence 
to its registrants; and promote a fair and professional 
marketplace.

Kevin bavelaar  
board Chair
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omViC administers the motor Vehicle dealers act, 2002 
(mVda) on behalf of the ontario government through 
the ministry of Government and Consumer services 
(mGCs). our mandate is to maintain a fair and informed 
marketplace in ontario by protecting the rights of 
consumers, enhancing industry professionalism and 
ensuring fair, honest and open competition for registered 
motor vehicle dealers.

our objectives 

omViC is focused on achieving the following:

 § consumer protection 

 § increased consumer confidence and awareness

 § dealer professionalism 

 § increased registrant accountability

our services 

omViC is structured around the following areas of service 
aimed at protecting the public interest:

 § registration

 § inspections

 § investigations and prosecutions

 § consumer complaints

 § professional standards and public awareness

our progressive environment 

as we set out to determine our priorities for the future it 
is important to understand our ever-evolving environment. 
While some of these patterns and trends are beyond our 
control, we must pay close attention to their potential 
impact, both positive and negative, on omViC and on our 
community. some of the most significant influences we 
identified include

 § strategic initiatives or directives from the mGCs

 § marketplace changes and evolution: some dealership 
structures are changing to include national groups and 
publicly traded groups; fewer are independently owned 
stores

 § the perception of omViC as being too heavy-handed 
with enforcement

 § technology and social media involvement and influence 
in the marketplace

 § the need for regulatory change related to evolving 
consumers

OMVIC  2016–18 strategic plan  |  2016–17 business plan



page 5

our Core CommiTmenTs

our core commitments 

increasing consumer awareness, increasing registrant 
professionalism, being a trusted and respected partner 
and improving internal capacity are at the core of our 
2016–18 strategic commitments. 

additionally, it is our plan to engage staff in a review of 
omViC’s mission statement and refresh it if required. 

These new core commitments, or promises, together with 
our well-established values, will guide us in the work 
we do every day in striving to achieve our goals. These 
statements will focus the organization and act as our 
measure of success. 

omVic’s mission 

a mission statement describes the organization’s main 
reason for being in clear, concise and simple terms: 
omViC’s core purpose – what omViC does every day that 
leads it towards achieving its vision of the future.

we will take pride in the results of our commitment 
to a fair marketplace, achieved through innovation, 
enforcement and excellence in service. 

omVic’s mandate 

omViC’s mandate is to maintain a fair and informed 
marketplace in ontario by protecting the rights of 
consumers; enhancing industry professionalism; and 
ensuring fair, honest and open competition for registered 
motor vehicle dealers.

omVic’s Values 

omViC acts on a series of values or operating principles, 
which guide it in its day-to-day decision-making. These 
values were identified by staff as important to them 
and necessary, in their view, for the effective delivery of 
omViC’s mandate.

 § integrity will be our hallmark.

 § We will be innovative in our search for the best 
solutions for problems faced by our clients.

 § We will have respect for our clients, our colleagues, 
our partners, our critics and ourselves.

 § We will exercise fairness in all that we do.

 § We will at all times be knowledgeable about our 
programs and communicate with clients.

 § Without assigning blame, we will be accountable for 
everything we do as individuals, as a team and as an 
organization.

 § We will be committed to serving our clients and to our 
vision, mission and mandate.

 § We will work in an environment that fosters job 
satisfaction and enjoyment.
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for our 2016–18 strategic Plan we have set out to ensure 
that our strategic directions and priorities support the 
organization’s mandate. The development of our operational 
plans and activities will align our strategic directions with 
the following four goals:

1. increase consumer awareness.

2. increase registrant professionalism.

3. be a trusted and respected partner.

4. improve organizational capacity.

strategic priorities have been established for each goal. 
each priority also sets a clear direction for operational 
leadership to align resources with operational activities.

goal 1: increase consumer awareness

consumer priorities

omViC exists to protect consumers and to enable them to 
have confidence in our registrants, the marketplace and 
their purchases overall. omViC must continue to safeguard 
consumers’ rights and concerns by making the public aware 
of omViC’s mandate and authority.

omViC’s consumer priorities include the following:

 § increasing consumer awareness and education and  
being a trusted source of information for the public on 
motor vehicle sales

 § expanding awareness and understanding of omViC’s  
role and extent of authority

 § providing tools and information to consumers to prevent 
or resolve problems in motor vehicle transactions

by focusing on these priorities omViC will achieve the 
following outcomes:

 § increased consumer awareness of omViC

 § better informed consumers

 § consumers who are better prepared to enter into 
agreements or resolve disputes concerning a trade  
in a motor vehicle

goal 2: increase registrant 
professionalism

registrant priorities

open, honest competition and a fair and informed 
marketplace can be fully achieved only through registrant 
professionalism. omViC promotes registrant professionalism 
through educational and compliance initiatives.

omViC’s registrant priorities include the following:

 § ensuring a fair marketplace for our registrants 

 § providing educational opportunities for registrants

 § applying right-touch enforcement

 § communicating with registrants in an efficient and 
effective manner

 § using technology to increase and improve service to  
our registrants

by focusing on these priorities omViC hopes to achieve the 
following outcomes:

 § reduced curbsider activity through monitoring

 § increased compliance

 § increased registrant professionalism

 § better informed registrants

 § a continued shift to electronic communication/services 
for our registrants

goal 3: be a trusted and respected 
partner

other stakeholder priorities

omViC recognizes that in addition to consumers and 
registrants there are many other important stakeholders 
that influence or are critical to the industry’s and omViC’s 
own success. These stakeholders include government, 
trade associations, training institutions and consumer 
protection groups. omViC will continue to strengthen these 
relationships and together, we can enhance professionalism 
and consumer confidence.
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omViC’s stakeholder priorities include the following:

 § positioning omViC as a trusted and respected partner  
of governments and other regulators 

 § partnering and collaborating with stakeholders with 
shared objectives

by focusing on these priorities omViC hopes to achieve  
the following outcomes:

 § omViC being positioned as a trusted and respected 
partner of governments and other regulators

 § governments acknowledging and valuing omViC’s  
track record, effectiveness, efficiency and expertise  
in regulating the sector

 § successful initiatives and projects conducted with 
stakeholders

goal 4: improVe organiZational capacity

our people priorities

it would not be possible for omViC to meet its mandate 
without the dedication of its talented and committed people. 
Through our planning discussions we were reminded of the 
pride our staff and management have in their work and how 
they strive to provide the highest levels of service possible. 
omViC will continue to have an open and trustworthy 
culture to ensure it remains a great place to work.

omViC’s people priorities include the following:

 § developing an Hr strategy, policies and processes that 
support the strategic Plan

 § improving organizational strength through effective 
succession planning

 § aligning the board and committee structure with 
strategic directions

 § enhancing board effectiveness

by focusing on these priorities omViC hopes to achieve the 
following outcomes:

 § a safe, inclusive, open and trustworthy culture

 § a highly functional and professional staff

 § a highly functional and skilled board

our internal system priorities

balancing resource efficiency, effectiveness, quality, service 
excellence and stakeholder accountability is a delicate act. 
omViC will seek ways to deliver services effectively and to 
ensure investments in technology provide relevant, reliable 
tools that can advance the goals of increased efficiency, 
effectiveness and quality service.

omViC’s internal system priorities include the following:

 § optimizing services and processes and their delivery 
through technology

 § continuing to update omViC policies

 § increasing and improving internal communication, 
information and knowledge sharing

by focusing on these priorities omViC hopes to achieve  
the following outcomes:

 § a technology roadmap 

 § current and effective policies

 § engaged and confident staff

 § institutional knowledge retention

our financial priorities

The ministry, consumers and registrants expect the 
highest level of financial stewardship and accountability 
from omViC. Through our planning consultations, we 
were reminded of the importance of omViC continuing its 
fiscal prudence as demonstrated over the years and being 
disciplined and transparent in its use of resources.

omViC’s financial priorities are as follows:

 § continuing to be fiscally prudent

 § maintaining transparent financial reporting

by focusing on these priorities omViC will achieve the 
following outcomes:

 § continued financial viability

 § transparent reporting on strategic Plan implementation
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a journey’s success is not attributable solely to the 
plotting of a course, but also to identifying, procuring and 
using the appropriate tools. This has been true historically 
for omViC and is best reflected in the development of a 
dedicated and dynamic staff and senior management 
team. 

The past year has seen significant change at omViC 
with the retirement of its founding executive director 
and registrar. This change made the examination and 
re-establishment of strategic directions essential. With 
that plan now set it becomes imperative that the plan 
be implemented with the resources required to ensure 
success and that progress is monitored. 

as with any plan (or journey), unexpected or unforeseeable 
events or issues may arise that will require course 
alterations, and in a marketplace evolving as quickly as 
today’s automotive one, this may be especially true, but we 
will remain committed to our mandate and the strategic 
directions set out in this plan.

omViC’s stellar reputation has earned it the trust of 
stakeholders and the respect of other regulators, both 
nationally and internationally. The implementation of this 
new strategic Plan is built on a solid foundation of existing 
practices that promote compliance with laws that protect 
the public interest.

Kim lambert 
executive director

messaGe from THe  
exeCuTiVe direCTor
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omViC’s 2016–18 strategic Plan establishes four strategic goals. These goals are the board’s highest-level promises 
to its stakeholders. each priority sets a clear direction for operational leadership to align resources with operational 
activities to enable delivery of these promises.

omViC’s 2016–17 business Plan outlines the action required to achieve the strategic goals and the measures to be  
used to demonstrate success.

page 9

2016–17 business Plan

goal 1:  increase consumer awareness

strategic direction: increase consumer awareness and education and be a trusted source of 
information for the public on motor vehicle sales

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

identify issues of consumer interest 
through inspection findings and business 
standards, consumer complaints and 
mystery shopping by consumer groups  
and omVic.

identify issues of interest.

create searchable list of publicly available 
enforcement information, such as the 
provincial offences act (poa).

make web page publically available.

increase outreach to consumers through 
various initiatives.

Conduct annual awareness campaign.

Continue all-in price advertising messaging.

use ad hoc advertising opportunities.

Conduct direct outreach via seminars and tradeshow/event participation.

engage with mainstream media.

use sponsorships.

engage consumers via social media.

offer information and advice to consumers 
engaged in a motor vehicle transaction.

offer translation services in 150 languages.

Continue to offer free conciliation service to consumers engaged 
in a dispute with a registered dealer. 

achieve a rating of 4 or greater on a scale of 1 to 5 for knowledge  
and courtesy from both consumers and dealers.

Provide assistance to consumers for claims presented to the  
board of Trustees for the Compensation fund.

update web content.
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2016–17 business Plan

goal 1:  increase consumer awareness (cont’d)

strategic direction: expand awareness and understanding of omVic’s role and extent of authority

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

increase awareness of omVic. increase general awareness of omViC (from 22 per cent in 2015).

facilitate a consumer focus group to gauge 
other areas of importance.

Hold a facilitated focus group discussion to determine other areas of 
priority messaging.

strategic direction: provide tools and information to consumers to prevent or resolve problems  
in motor vehicle transactions

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

create concept and design of an  
interactive consumer information  
and complaints portal. 

Complete concept and design of an interactive consumer information 
and complaints portal. 
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2016–17 business Plan

goal 2: increase registrant professionalism

strategic direction: ensure a fair marketplace for our registrants

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

develop and publish a self-audit checklist 
and inspection guide. 

make checklist and guide available to registrants.

identify and track new and emerging 
business models and their impact on  
the industry.

Prepare report on applicants and registrants with non-traditional 
business models.

ensure persons who have (or may) put 
the public at risk do not get or maintain 
registration as a dealer or salesperson.

Process applications in accordance with the registrar’s authority  
under the mVda.

ensure a robust inspection program is in 
place to encourage compliance with the 
mVda and code of ethics.

Conduct more than 50 per cent of inspections from risk-based 
inspection lists.

use risk-based inspection program to 
mitigate risk to the public, compensation 
fund and marketplace.

Conduct annual review of risk-based inspection criteria.

review data from claims to Compensation fund to identify early 
indicators of problems.

strategic direction: provide educational opportunities for registrants

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

facilitate focus group with registrants 
regarding the definition of professionalism.

Hold a facilitated focus group discussion; define professionalism.

monitor success of omVic  
certification course.

Conduct periodic review of Certification Course outcomes.
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2016–17 business Plan

goal 2: increase registrant professionalism (cont’d)

strategic direction: apply right-touch enforcement

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

review data to identify gaps and  
prioritize enforcement decisions to  
ensure compliance with the mVda. 

act on curbsider activity.

report on the number of curbsiders who sought or gained registration.

analyze and evaluate curbsiding data.

lower percentage of repeat offenders.

identify non-compliant activities for 
investigation, prosecution and disciplinary 
or administrative action in accordance with 
authority under the mVda and consumer 
protection act (cpa).

report on non-compliance, including investigations, prosecutions, 
disciplinary actions and administrative actions. 

investigate industry misconduct and use the 
appropriate enforcement tool.

report on enforcement actions by type.

review and refresh intake process. review intake process.

strategic direction: communicate with registrants in an efficient and effective manner

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

identify gaps in communications with 
registrants.

review possible gaps.

use new or improved communication tools and techniques to assist 
registrant communications.  

provide educational materials to 
registrants to assist with compliance.

deliver educational seminars and webinars to dealers and salespersons.

Publish bulletins and newsletters.

respond to dealer inquiries about advertising or other compliance 
issues.
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2016–17 business Plan

goal 2: increase registrant professionalism (cont’d)

strategic direction: use technology to increase and improve service to registrants

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

identify opportunities to better use  
omVic’s online membership.

increase online membership to 60 per cent of dealers and 45 per cent  
of salespersons.

identify additional online services  
for registrants.

Complete year-end report identifying online services options. 
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2016–17 business Plan

goal 3: be a trusted and respected partner

strategic direction: position omVic as a trusted and respected partner with governments and other 
regulators and partners

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

influence impact of ministry’s strategic 
initiatives on omVic.

review and comment on ministry initiatives.

attend meetings and consultations.

meet quarterly with deputy minister.

attend regular meetings with ministry staff.

develop legislative/regulatory submissions to the ministry to address 
issues identified through consultation with stakeholders.

increase and improve knowledge sharing 
with omVic and its stakeholders.

identify and map data sources to allow use of data analytics methods 
and graphical presentation of the results.

use data visualization tools such as dashboards to provide real-time 
measurement of omViC business processes.

Produce easily understood quantifiable and qualifiable statistics. 

continue consultation with related 
government and other stakeholders on  
the risks associated with long-term and 
sub-prime credit agreements and  
possible interventions.

attend meetings and consultations.

make available educational information related to the risks.

create a publicly searchable list of omVic’s 
enforcement information.

augment omViC’s current publicly available enforcement information  
by creating a searchable list of Poa enforcement actions.

promote government’s consumer 
protection ontario (cpo) brand.

include CPo brand on omViC website and educational handouts.

protect privacy and personal information. 
conduct comprehensive policy review and 
implement changes to omVic’s privacy 
code.

Conduct review and implemented changes as needed.

ensure focus on existing and new cyber 
threats brought about by the increase in 
number and types of consumer interface 
devices.

ensure security tools are up to date.

Test backups and disaster recovery. 

ensure security extends to mobile phones.

address any identified threats.
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2016–17 business Plan

goal 3: be a trusted and respected partner (cont’d)

strategic direction: partner and collaborate with stakeholders with shared objectives 

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

explore opportunities to develop or 
enhance educational offerings.

Consult with partners to consider expansion of educational offerings.

increase awareness of omVic and mVda 
among stakeholders, including law 
enforcement and industry personnel.

Provide educational sessions for industry, law enforcement  
and other stakeholders.

Participate with law enforcement agencies and other regulators  
in joint investigations.

assist law enforcement and other regulators with inquiries.

update technology to improve information sharing with law 
enforcement.
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2016–17 business Plan

goal 4: improVe organiZational capacity

strategic direction: develop an Hr strategy, policies and processes that support the strategic plan

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

document the Hr strategy. update and enhanced the Hr strategy.

develop and implement performance 
management policies and processes  
and conduct performance reviews.

update policies and implemented performance management process. 

Conduct performance reviews.

develop process for and conduct exit 
interviews.

Conduct interviews as required.

develop and implement formal reward  
and recognition program.

implement formal reward and recognition program.

conduct a compensation review based on

 § competencies and skills of all positions

 § leadership skills and competencies  
of senior management positions

 § accountability and responsibilities  
of all positions

Complete compensation review and developed implementation  
plan for board approval.

review current field staff code of conduct. review, approve and publish field staff Code of Conduct. 
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2016–17 business Plan

goal 4: improVe organiZational capacity (cont’d)

strategic direction: improve organizational strength through effective succession planning

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

develop a succession plan for key positions. develop board-approved succession plan. 

provide cross-function training for 
registration officers and inspectors to 
enhance familiarization with specific 
geographical issues.

invite senior registration staff to inspection Team meetings.

explore opportunities for joint training sessions.

strategic direction: align the board and committee structure with strategic directions

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

review committee structure and consider 
the model that will enhance board 
efficiency and effectiveness. 

review committee structure, focusing on nominating Committee, 
executive Committee, Governance Committee, Communications 
Committee and Human resource and Compensation Committee.

implement board-approved recommendations.

strategic direction: enhance board effectiveness

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

review and revise skills matrix for board 
members.

revise skills matrix for board approval.

define training needs for board members, 
both individually and collectively.

identify learning plans for board as a whole and for board members.

review board remuneration. Complete review and develop implementation plan for  
board approval.
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2016–17 business Plan

goal 4: improVe organiZational capacity (cont’d)

strategic direction: optimize services and processes and their delivery through technology

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

develop technology plan to support  
year 1 strategic plan initiatives.

develop technology roadmap for approval by the board.

update web technology. update technology.

update intelligence database. update database. 

strategic direction: increase and improve internal communications, information and knowledge sharing

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

review and revise mission statement. Complete review of mission statement and revised as necessary.

communicate strategic directions  
to all staff.

regularly report to staff on strategic Plan implementation.

strategic direction: continue to be fiscally prudent

2016/2017 Action Plan 2016/2017 Performance Measures

begin transition to departmental budgets. Provide training to department Heads.

Transition departmental budget allocations. 

implement departmental reporting. 

monitor and report to the board on 
implementation of the strategic plan.

report to board quarterly on strategic Plan implementation.

continue to control operational costs. follow board-approved budget.
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Revenues 2016 2017 2018

registration fees  14,001  16,449  16,449 

transfer fees  396  396  396 

certification fees  245  245  245 

expense recoveries  154  157  160 

amortization of deferred contribution  79  79  79 

interest and other  12  15  18 

 14,887  17,341  17,347 

Expenses 2016 2017 2018

salaries and benefits  8,578  8,793  9,012 

public awareness  1,450  2,000  2,000 

professional services  817  834  853 

travel  686  693  701 

general and administrative  671  685  698 

occupancy  796  819  833 

amortization of capital assets  206  247  296 

telecommunications  315  321  327 

per diems  325  332  338 

government oversight fees  199  199  199 

industry awareness  200  400  400 

 14,243  15,323  15,657 

net  644  2,018  1,690 

($ tHousands)

($ tHousands)

THree-year finanCial foreCasT
fiscal years 2016 to 2018
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orGaniZaTional sTruCTure

Board of Directors

Executive Director

board of directors 

The board is made up of nine dealers drawn from all 
segments of the industry: large and small dealerships 
in both the new and used market. These industry 
representatives are joined by three consumer and 
government representatives appointed by the minister of 
Government and Consumer services. dealer members 
are elected by dealers across the province.

The executive director is responsible for omViC’s day-to-
day operations. 

Kevin bavelaar  
2015 president and chair of the board,  
ex-officio all committees 
auto showplace, north york 
Term expires may 2016 

Kevin started in the used-car business in 1989 as a 
salesperson in a medium-sized independent dealership. 
He was promoted to general manager in 1990. in 1993, 
Kevin started auto showplace and has since been 
involved in all aspects of automotive remarketing. 
as owner of auto showplace, he is familiar with the 
challenges of running a medium-sized independent car 
dealership, including marketing, strategic planning, risk 
management and financial responsibility.

during his first term on omViC’s board of directors

(1999–2004), Kevin chaired several committees, including 
ethics and discipline and industry Professionalism. 
His current term began in may 2007 and he has served 
as omViC’s secretary-treasurer, vice president, and 
president and chair of the board. 

Kevin is currently president and chair of omViC’s board 
of directors and also serves as a member of the motor 
Vehicle dealers Compensation fund’s board of Trustees.

meredith morris  
2015 Vice president 
sudbury Hyundai, sudbury 
Term expires may 2017

meredith’s automotive family background has enabled 
her to accumulate more than 20 years of experience in 
all aspects of the dealership and automotive industry. 
she is a graduate of the automotive marketing and 
business administration Program at northwood 
university in michigan. meredith is the president of C.J. 
morris investments, which owns and operates sudbury 
Hyundai and sudbury used Cars. she was elected to 
omViC’s board of directors in may 2004 and has served 
two terms as president and chair.

meredith is the past chair of the Hyundai auto Canada 
national dealer advisory Council and the Cambrian 

Operations Compliance Investigations Legal Corporate  
Services 

Information 
Technology Communications

 § communications
 § Media relations
 § education

 § Finance
 § Hr
 §  Board/committee 

Support

 § inspections
 § Business Standards
 §  compensation Fund  

administration

 § registration
 § complaints
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board of directors
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orGaniZaTional sTruCTure

College automotive Technology Program. Her past 
involvements include serving on the board of directors 
of the sudbury Community foundation, the sudbury 
Chamber of Commerce and the Canadian red Cross. she 
was also president of the sudbury Harley owners Group, 
ladies of Harley division.

david cooke  
2015 Vice president;  
member, executive committee and appeals committee 
Consumer representative 
Term expires november 2016 

david started practising law in ontario in 1968, primarily 
in litigation. as a member of the ontario legislature 
from 1985 to 1990, he chaired the select Committee 
on free Trade and played a major role in determining 
the terms of the auto industry’s inclusion in the free 
Trade agreement. following that, david chaired the 
first finance Committee in the ontario legislature. He 
has spent a lifetime as an active member of various 
non-profit boards and commissions in the Kitchener-
Waterloo area.

more recently, david served 10 years as a full-time 
member of a federal tribunal.

cliff pilon  
2015 secretary-treasurer;  
chair, audit, finance and risk committee; 
member, executive committee 
Gold fleet subaru/suzuki, north bay 
Term expires may 2018 

Cliff entered the automotive industry in 1981. since 1987, 
he has been the dealer principal of Gold fleet subaru in 
north bay. He also owns Gold fleet north, a used vehicle 
dealership in new liskeard, and rust Check franchises 
in both cities.

Cliff’s hands-on approach, coupled with daily interaction 
with his businesses, helps keep him in tune with the 
constant changes in the industry.

Cliff’s strong automotive, mechanical and financial 

knowledge, coupled with his sales expertise and 
interpersonal skills, make him a valuable asset to 
omViC’s board of directors. Cliff has served on the 
board since may 2006 and chaired the Communications 
Committee from 2010 to 2011.

nazreen ali  
past chair; 2015 chair, consumer protections advisory 
committee; member, executive committee  
Consumer representative 
Term expires may 2018 

nazreen earned a master of business administration 
degree from Queen’s university and is executive vice 
president of miiscan Corporation, a mobile commerce 
company. she has assisted a number of Canadian 
firms in developing socially responsible international 
initiatives. Previous to that, nazreen served in a 
business development capacity at Trimark investment 
management (international) and at the Canadian 
soccer association, with overall responsibility for 
financial administration. she led the development of the 
successful first-ever Canadian businesswomen’s Trade 
mission to the united arab emirates, egypt and Jordan, 
led by the former ontario minister of small business and 
entrepreneurship.

nazreen has served on many boards, including the 
united Way of ottawa, and has been honoured by 
business and community groups. she served as omViC’s 
secretary-treasurer from 2011 to 2013 and was omViC’s 
president and chair of the board in 2014.
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denis ayotte  
2015 chair, governance committee;  
member, appeals committee and  
nominating committee 
Gus brown Pontiac buick GmC ltd., Whitby  
Gus brown Pontiac buick GmC ltd., Port Perry 
Term expires may 2018 

denis is a partner in and vice president of Gus brown 
Pontiac buick GmC ltd. in Whitby and Port Perry, 
ontario. He graduated with a bachelor of science degree 
from Trent university with a joint major in computer 
studies and psychology. He worked in the information 
technology field for more than 20 years as a department 
manager, project manager and program manager, 
leading major implementations across Canada, the 
united states and parts of europe. 

denis moved to the automotive industry in 2003 and 
became a partner of the Gus brown Group in 2006. He 
is a hands-on operator who led the top General motors 
new Vehicle retail sales operation for six years, from 
2004 to 2009. 

denis has been an omViC board member since may 
2009. He is the past president of the Central ontario 
dealers association and he sits on the board of directors 
of the lakeridge Health foundation and is the vice chair 
of the finance and audit Committee for the foundation. 

denis and his business partner, Gus brown, are 
active members of the community and are involved in 
community sports, arts, entertainment and the Chamber 
of Commerce. denis has been the co-chair of the annual 
Gus brown Golf Classic, raising more than $850,000 for 
the r.s. mclaughlin durham regional Cancer Centre 
and the lakeridge Health foundation. The Gus brown 
Group of dealerships supports numerous charities in and 
around the durham region.

ron marostica 
2015 chair, stakeholder relations committee;  
member, nominating committee and  
governance committee
marostica motors, Thunder bay 
Term expires may 2017 

ron has been an automobile dealer for more than 35 
years. He operates a subaru dealership in Thunder bay, a 
used-car dealership (Thunder bay used Car superstore) 
and an automotive leasing company. His dealerships 
are members of both the Trillium automobile dealers 
association and the used Car dealers association.

ron has served seven years on omViC’s board of 
directors. He was also a member of the motor Vehicle 
dealers Compensation fund board of Trustees for six 
years, on which he also served as chair and secretary-
treasurer. He sits on the Canadian automobile dealers 
association’s industrial relations Committee, which 
addresses issues of national importance to new-car 
dealers and administers the legal action defense fund. 
He is a past chair of Hyundai auto Canada’s national 
dealer Council.

ron has served on a number of charitable and 
community organizations, including the board of a major 
hospital and as a governor of lakehead university. 
He enjoys sports of all kinds, particularly hockey and 
golf. ron is married and has four children and four 
grandchildren.

ron was omViC’s president and chair of the board in 2013. 

Harbans pawan  
2015 chair, appeals committee;  
member, nominating committee and  
governance committee 
Consumer representative 
Term expires march 2017

Harbans joined the indian air force Technical College 
in 1954. He served in the indian air force in avionics 
at various locations all over india. Harbans also has an 
Honours bachelor of arts degree in english and Punjabi 
from the university of the Punjab.

orGaniZaTional sTruCTure
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He immigrated to Canada in 1971 and worked in different 
companies in the electrical field. He served as policy 
chair and vice president of the etobicoke-lakeshore 
federal and Provincial liberal riding associations from 
1979 to 2000.

While employed at abb, Harbans introduced a pay for 
skills program (paid for “what you know, not what you 
do”) in 1988, which proved to be quite successful. He also 
served as union president for the salaried employees 
from 1986 until 1997, when he retired. He is currently 
involved in not-for-profit organizations such as various 
senior citizen clubs and the ontario Khalsa darbar. 

Ken peterson  
2015 chair, regulatory affairs committee;  
member, stakeholder relations committee and 
governance committee 
Ken Peterson sales & leasing, Thunder bay 
Term expires may 2017

Ken has more than 40 years of experience in the 
automotive business. for the past 17 years, he has 
operated Ken Peterson sales & leasing in Thunder bay, 
building a solid reputation for integrity and outstanding 
customer service.

Ken is involved in his community and was elected to the 
Thunder bay Hydro Commission, serving two terms; 
he was chair for three years. He was also director and 
treasurer of northwest energy and vice chair of the 
municipal electric association of ontario.

first elected to omViC’s board of directors in June 2001, 
Ken brings a strong analytical and proactive problem-
solving approach to the business of omViC. He served as 
omViC’s president in 2003 and 2005, providing consistent 
use of leading governance practices, innovative solutions 
and a commitment to getting the job done. Ken actively 
engaged in effective and focused advocacy with the 
government to gain support for initiatives and to address 
issues that are important to automobile dealers.

matt rispin  
2015 chair, nominating committee;  
member, governance committee 
north Toronto auction, innisfil 
Term expires may 2018 

matt is a proud graduate of the university of Toronto 
and has enjoyed the automotive auction business for the 
past 18 years. in 2003, he and his partners opened north 
Toronto auction and they have succeeded in developing 
it into the largest independent auction in Canada. 
north Toronto auction is recognized as a pioneer hybrid 
auction model specializing in both wholesale and public 
auctions. north Toronto auction celebrated its 11th 
anniversary in 2014 and was recognized by Canadian 
business magazine as one of Canada’s fastest growing 
companies.

most recently, matt and his partners launched autoGavel 
inc. and aGx, a multifaceted online remarketing solution 
and lease grounding tool that will complement their 
current business model. matt was omViC’s president and 
chair of the board from 2010 to 2012. 

john slaughter  
2015 chair, communications committee;  
member, stakeholder relations committee and 
consumer protection advisory committee 
Hyundai, Pembroke 
Term expires may 2016 

John graduated from mcmaster university with bachelor 
of arts and bachelor of education degrees. after holding 
various positions in education and administration, he 
became a partner in a Chrysler franchise in the early 
1990s. He participated in the Chrysler ontario dealers 
advertising association for eight years.

The ottawa Valley is now home for John and his wife, 
Janet; they own a Hyundai store in Pembroke.

John has served on the omViC board since may 2007.  
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senior manaGemenT

senior management 

Kim lambert 
executive director 

mary jane south 
registrar and director, operations 

laura Halbert 
deputy registrar and director, Compliance 

chandar singh 
director, Corporate services  

michael rothe 
director, legal services 

joe scarfo 
director, information Technology

terry o’Keefe
director, Communications, media relations and education

tom girling 
director, investigations 
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contacting omVic 

registration services
email: registration@omvic.on.ca  
Telephone: 416-226-4500 ext. 5104  
registration kits can be downloaded from omvic.on.ca.

complaints and inquiries   
email: consumers@omvic.on.ca  
Telephone: 416-226-4500 ext. 5105  
Complaints can also be submitted online at omvic.on.ca.

reporting curbsider activity  
email: nocurbs@omvic.on.ca  
Telephone: 1-888-noCurbs (662-8727) 

motor Vehicle dealers compensation fund 
email: compfund@omvic.on.ca  
Telephone: 416-226-3661 

privacy officer 
michael rothe  
email: privacy@omvic.on.ca  
Telephone: 416-512-3165  
omViC’s privacy policy is available at omvic.on.ca. 

address
65 overlea blvd., suite 300  
Toronto, on  m4H 1P1 

telephone: 416-226-4500 
fax:  416-226-3208
toll-free:  1-800-943-6002 
website:  omvic.on.ca
email:  omvic@omvic.on.ca
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